MASTER PLAN FOR ENGLISH LEARNERS

Pleasant Grove Joint Union School District

General Philosophy

Pleasant Grove Joint Union School District, acknowledging the language diversity of its students, provides an instructional program for eligible students that will assure them an equal opportunity to participate in and compete in society as educated citizens.

Background

The Pleasant Grove Joint Union School District serves a small population of students who use languages other than English in their homes and are limited in their English proficiency.  The District supports an English language development (ELD) program that provides a means for limited English proficient (LEP) students to acquire English skills and academic proficiencies needed to succeed in school. 

The purpose of this handbook is to provide guidance for Pleasant Grove Joint Union School District teachers, parents, paraprofessionals, administrators, support service personnel, and school board members in the implementation of instructional programs for English learners (EL).  This handbook establishes procedures, which are consistent with district policies and legal requirements.

The staff and administration recognize the need for specialized instructional strategies for students with two languages.  The primary goal for English learners is the early acquisition of the English language skills of comprehension, listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  

Each English learner shall receive daily English language instruction designed to increase communication competence.  Each English learner may receive primary language support or instruction in basic academic subjects when it is necessary to support achievement in these areas.  Each English learner shall participate in a cross-cultural education program that promotes understanding among all cultures and ethnic groups.

Program Goals

The District’s major goals for English learners are to:

· Develop their proficiency in English as rapidly and effectively as possible through structured English immersion, or through an alternate course of study, and to,

· Assist them in meeting state academic standards.

Program Dimensions 



I.
Involvement. Parents, staff, students, and community members participate in developing, implementing, and evaluating core and categorical programs. 

II.
Governance and Administration. Policies, plans, and administration of categorical programs meet statutory requirements.


III.
Funding. Allocation and use of funds meet statutory requirements for allowable expenditures. 


IV.
Standards, Assessment, and Accountability. Categorical programs meet state standards, are based on the assessed needs of program participants, and achieve the intended outcomes of the categorical program.


V.
Staffing and Professional Development. Staff members are recruited, trained, assigned, and assisted to ensure the effectiveness of the program.


VI.
Opportunity and Equal Educational Access. Participants have equitable access to all programs provided by the local educational agency, as required by law.


VII.
Teaching and Learning. Participants receive core and categorical program services that meet their assessed needs.

These dimensions in the Master Plan ensure that all educational programs are based on high and challenging standards, accompanied by a process for monitoring and determining effectiveness. The district also ensures that all students are provided with integrated and coordinated programs based on their needs. These programs must be educationally sound and include legally acceptable education practices. The district also makes sure that all English learners have equitable access and opportunity to participate in and benefit from curricular and extracurricular activities. Strategies are being employed to ensure that students have access to qualified (ELD/SDAIE trained) teachers, assistant principals, principals, and other staff members. The District will make sure that parents and members of the community, including business, industry, and labor, have the opportunity to assist and support their students’ educational process through participation in decision making, training, volunteer activities, and the creation of partnerships. Finally, the Master Plan will ensure that all schools conduct high-quality programs that are effectively managed, financial plans and practices meet legal requirements, and these plans and programs operated within appropriate legal parameters to achieve District’s priorities and goals for student success.

Key Strategies:

The following key strategies will be implemented:

1. The PGJUSD will identify, assess, and report each eligible EL student and will reclassify EL to Fluent English Proficient on the basis of consistent and verifiable objective criteria.

2. The PGJUSD will provide programs, which comply with state EC 300-340, and federal legal requirements. These programs are designed to use sound theory, and will receive adequate support, and will achieve results.

3. The PGJUSD will allocate adequate resources from local, state, and other funds to serve EL students.

4. The PGJUSD will involve parents of EL students in the programs designed for their children.
Assurances
This document has been reviewed and approved by the Pleasant Grove Joint Union School District Governing Board and Pleasant Grove Joint Union School District Site Council with representation of the English Learner population.

On _______________ the Master Plan for English Learners was reviewed and approved by the 

Pleasant Grove Joint Union School District Site Council.
Signature, Governing Board President





___________________________________________
Signature, Site Council Chairperson



___________________________________________

Signature, District Superintendent


Signature, EL Coordinator






Initial Identification and Notification
The district has properly identified, assessed, and reported all students who have a primary language other than English.  II-EL 4
Home Language Survey
At the time of enrollment, California public schools are required to determine the language(s) spoken in the home by each student.  In order to gather this information, all parents/legal guardians are required to complete, sign, and date a Home Language Survey (HLS) for each of their school-aged children (Forms 1 & 2).  When a parent or legal guardian enrolls their child in our district (1st time in a California public school), the parent/legal guardian completes the HLS as part of the district’s enrollment process.  The HLS remains on file in each student’s cumulative record in the district.  This information will assist schools in providing appropriate instruction for all students.
Students transferring into the district from another district within the state typically have records of a HLS, language status (EO, IFEP, EL), and primary language proficiency.  These students do not need to go through the initial identification process.  Records are obtained from the previous school/district.  If these records are not available within ten days, English and primary language assessments proceed and the identification/notification/placement process is implemented.  The student’s transcripts are reviewed to determine prior placements and academic history.

If the answers to items 1, 2, and 3 on the HLS are “English”, the child is classified as English Only (EO).  
Initial English Language Proficiency Assessment

If a student’s Home Language Survey shows a response other than English to questions 1, 2, or 3, he/she must be tested within 30 calendar days of initial enrollment for English comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing using the state mandated English Language Development test.  If a response is other than English on question 4, the student may be tested.  
Primary Language Proficiency Assessment

Within 90 days of initial enrollment, students with a home language other than English shall be further assessed for primary language proficiency in comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing (Form 3).  The purpose is:  (1) determine the extent of the development of the student’s primary language skills (comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing); and 2) to use this information in combination with the assessment results of the student’s English language assessment to determine the student’s program services and placement.   
Notification of Results of Initial Assessment
Parents/guardian of students who speak a language other than English shall be notified of the preliminary results of their child’s English language proficiency and primary language assessment for the initial identification no later than 30 days after the beginning of the school year or during the school year, within two weeks of child being placed in program (Forms 4/5). Additional notification will be sent within 30 days following receipt of results of testing from the test contractor (Forms 8-11).  The notification letters shall be in English and in any language which is spoken by 15 percent or more of the students in the school, as determined by the R-30 Language Census. This information shall be communicated orally when a written notice is not understood or orally translated into another language if needed.  The purpose of this notification is to explain the English proficiency and primary language assessment results, program options, student recommended placement, exit criteria, and the waiver process for an alternative program if one is available. 
 Annual Identification and Notification

Annual English Language Proficiency Assessment

Annually, English language learners will be tested for English comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing using the state mandated English language development test until reclassified.
Students with disabilities will be tested using accommodations, modifications, or alternative tests for English language development as specified in the student’s IEP.

Notification of Results of Annual Assessment

Parents/guardian of students who speak a language other than English shall be notified not later than 30 days after the beginning of the school year, of the student’s English language proficiency level, language designation, and program placement/options (Forms 6/7).  Additional notification will be sent within 30 days following receipt of results of testing from the test contractor (Forms 8-11).  The notifications shall be in English and in any language which is spoken by 15 percent or more of the students in the school, as determined by the R-30 Language Census.  This information shall be communicated orally when a written notice is not understood or orally translated into another language if needed.  The purpose of these notifications is to explain the English proficiency, program options, student recommended placement, exit criteria, and the waiver process for an alternative program. 
Annual English Language Development Assessment

Student progress is monitored annually, based on a set of district-adopted assessments.  These assessments are used to determine English language proficiency, and evaluate students’ language growth and academic performance.  Formative assessments to monitor student’s ELD progress are given throughout the school year.


 Instructional Programs
The district is providing services to English learners to ensure that they are acquiring English-language proficiency and recouping any academic deficits that may have been incurred in other areas of the core curriculum.  The district provides additional and appropriate educational services to English learners in kindergarten through grade eight in any and all classroom situations.  These services are for the purposes of enabling English learners to overcome language barriers until they have demonstrated English-language proficiency comparable to that of the district’s average native English speakers and recouped any academic deficits that may have been incurred in other areas of the core curriculum as a result of language barriers.  VI-EL 10; VI-EL 11; VII-EL 12

The programs for English learners in the Pleasant Grove JUSD are designed to help students rapidly and effectively acquire fluency in English, learn academic language, and provide equal access to the academic core curriculum, while maintaining a positive self-concept.  English Language Development (ELD) instruction is part of the daily program for all English learners.  Student learning is supported through district-adopted texts and supplemental materials.
Upon initial enrollment, recommendations for the English learner’s program placement are made based on CELDT and primary language assessment results.  Using this assessment information and program placement recommendations, the student is placed in the most appropriate instructional setting.  Written descriptions of actual program options specific to the site are in the school’s Parent/Student Handbook.  The site principal or designee will meet with the parent/guardian to clarify any questions as needed and/or to review any concerns parents may have regarding testing results or program placement recommendations.  
English learners are provided with access to well-articulated, standards-based core curriculum regardless of program placement.  The program placement settings through which students progress are:
I. Structured English Immersion (SEI) (K-12): This model provides instruction for all subjects in English for students who are learning the language (CELDT score Beginning (Level 1), Early Intermediate (Level 2), or Intermediate (Level 3)) and may include primary language support when needed.  English learners receive instruction in ELD and other core subjects through effective teaching strategies from trained, authorized teachers using district-adopted textbooks, supplementary instructional materials, and Specially Designed Academic Instruction in English (SDAIE) strategies.
II. Mainstream English with Appropriate Support (K-12): This model, designed for students with reasonable fluency (students with an overall CELDT score at the Early Advanced (Level 4) or above) provides all instruction in English with additional and appropriate services as needed in order to make academic progress and meet the requirement to be reclassified as fluent English proficient (FEP).  English learners receive instruction in ELD and other core subjects through effective teaching strategies from trained, authorized teachers using district-adopted textbooks and supplementary instructional materials.  Instruction is based on ELD and grade-level content standards.  At any time, including during the school year, a parent or guardian may have his /her child moved into an English language mainstream classroom 

III. Alternative Program (AP):  Currently, Pleasant Grove School District does not offer an alternative program.  Should a school acquire 20 or more students of a given grade level and parental exception waivers are granted, the district will make every effort to provide an alternative program that would be better suited for the overall educational development of the students.  For example:  Students may be placed in a primary language classroom with a parental waiver and site approval.  Classes are formed based on the needs of 20 or more students at a given grade level, at the same school.  Parents and guardians are informed that a pupil under age ten must be placed for not less than 30 calendar days in an English-language classroom the first year of enrollment.  Staff members may recommend an alternative placement for a student; however parents have the right to refuse the staff recommendation.
For special education students, the IEP team decides placement regardless of language proficiency.

Overcoming Academic Deficits
The academic performance of English learners is monitored using an analysis of STAR testing data, language testing (CELDT) data, district benchmark assessments, and other classroom measures (Form 16).   Language proficiency of English learners is monitored using formative assessments in order to identify any deficits.  An English Language Development Progress Profile is completed each trimester (Forms 17-19).  The assessments in use are shown in Figure 1.  This monitoring of academic and language proficiency also continues each year for three years following reclassification to ensure that students are continuing to make expected growth (Form 13).  
Students are assessed using district assessments throughout the year and, if they are not performing on grade level, they are identified as in need of Benchmark (less that 1 year below grade level), Strategic (1 to 1.9 years below grade level), or Intensive (2 or more years below grade level) academic interventions.  Their English language proficiency is also assessed using ADEPT to ensure that the intervention meets the student’s need, whether it is academic, linguistic, or both.
At each trimester’s articulation day, the EL coordinator, principal, and teacher review the CELDT scores, assessment data, and classroom performance of all English learners and identify students not meeting growth expectations.  At this meeting,

· The teacher shares any interventions that have been implemented.

· The team develops an EL Intervention Catch-up Plan.

· A letter is mailed home notifying the parents that their child has been identified for intervention.

When students qualify for Special Education Services, linguistically and developmentally appropriate goals and objectives are written based on the student’s needs.  The IEP will include goals that address English language development as well as goals that support access to the content areas through primary language instruction or support.  
Figure 1:  English Language Development Assessments

	Assessment Instrument
	Grade Level
	Description
	When Administered
	Who Administers

	California English Language Development Test (CELDT)
	K-8
	· Assesses listening, speaking, reading, and writing in English

· State mandated instrument

· Used to measure Adequate Yearly Progress for NCLB Title III
	Initially:  within 30 calendar days from date of registration

Annually:  between July 1 and October 31
	Trained staff person

	A Developmental English Proficiency Test (ADEPT)
	K-8
	· Assesses a student’s ability to understand and generate utterances using a scope and sequence of language forms, or structures.
· Identify a student’s instructional level for Systematic ELD instruction

· Understand a student’s language abilities to assist in differentiating instruction

· Monitor student progress in English proficiency
· Inform planning for systematic ELD, Frontloading language, and reading/language arts instructions
	October, January, and May
	Trained staff person

	CST
	2-8
	· California Standards Test in English Language Arts and Mathematics
	Spring
	Trained staff

	District Benchmark Assessments
	K-8
	· Publisher provided or district created assessments of academic standards
	Throughout the year
	Trained staff


	
	Structured English Immersion
	English Language Mainstream
	Alternative Program

	Description
	Provides sequential ELD instruction to students and access to the core curriculum, through reading and math interventions using SDAIE strategies, and may include primary language support.

	Students may be placed in the English Language Mainstream class once they have reached Early Advanced or higher on the CELDT.  Students continue to receive ELD and additional instruction using SDAIE strategies in order to meet the requirements to be reclassified as Fluent English Proficient (FEP).
	Not Available

	Goals
	1. Fluency in English

2. Academic Language 

3. Access to Curriculum Content

4. Maintain positive self-concept

5. Reclassification
	1.   Fluency in English

2. Academic Language 

3. Access to Curriculum Content

4. Maintain positive self-concept

5. Reclassification
	Not  Available

	Students Served
	Overall CELDT scores of Levels I, II, or III.
	Overall CELDT Scores of 

Levels  IV, or V
	Not Available

	Program Duration
	One to two years.
	Until Reclassification
	Not Available

	ELD Instruction
	Daily Explicit and systematic ELD instruction
K-8    30 minutes (minimum)


	Daily Explicit and systematic ELD instruction
K-8     30 minutes (minimum)


	Not Available

	Core Content
	Differentiated instruction in all subject areas of the curriculum using teaching, learning, and assessment strategies appropriately to students at Levels I, II, III on the CELDT.
	Differentiated instruction in all subject areas of the curriculum using teaching, learning, and assessment strategies appropriately to students at Levels IV and IV.
	Not Available

	Instruct. Asst.
	Yes, bilingual as available 
	As appropriate
	Not Available


Figure 2:  Instructional Program Specifics

Parent Notifications and Parental Exception Waivers
Parents and guardians of English learners are informed of the placement of their children in an English-language classroom and are notified of an opportunity to apply for a parental exception waiver for their children to participate in an alternative program.   VI-EL 9, VI-EL 10.
Parent Notification of Student Placement and Parental Exception Waivers 
After all required assessments are completed, but no later than 30 days after the beginning of the school year or during the school year, within two weeks of child being placed in program, parents of all students with a language other than English on questions 1, 2, or 3 on the Home Language Survey are notified of their child’s program placement (Forms 4-7).  The purpose of this notification is to explain the English proficiency and primary language assessment results, program options, student recommended placement, exit criteria, and the waiver process for an alternative program if one is available. 
CELDT results are sent to parents within 30 days of receipt from the publisher (Forms 8-11).  In cases where the preliminary and official scores differ, the official publisher results override the preliminary scoring done at the district level.  
A parent/guardian may request that the district waive the requirements of Education Code 305, pertaining to the placement of a student in a Structured English Immersion or Mainstream English program if the one of the following circumstances exists: 
· Students already know English: The student already possesses good English language skills, as measured by standardized tests of English vocabulary comprehension, reading and writing, in which the student scores at or above the state average for his/her grade level or at or above the fifth-grade average, whichever is lower. (Education Code 311(a)) 

· Older students: The student is age 10 or older, and it is the informed belief of the principal and educational staff that an alternate course of study would be better suited to the student's rapid acquisition of basic English skills. (Education Code 311(b)) 

· Students with special needs: The student already has been placed, for a period of not less than 30 calendar days during that school year, in an English language classroom and it is subsequently the informed belief of the school principal and educational staff that the student has special physical, emotional, psychological or educational needs and that an alternate course of educational study would be better suited to the student's overall educational development. (Education Code 311(c)) 
The parent/guardian shall personally visit the school to apply for the waiver (Form 15). (Education Code 310) 
Figure 3:  Parental Exception Waiver

	Waiver Type:  English Learners
	Prerequisites
	Conditions
	Time Frame*

	English Speakers
	Knows English based on standardized tests:

Must score at grade level or at the 5th grade average (whichever is lower).  If standardized assessments are not available, other equivalent assessment measures may be used.
	N/A
	Act upon within 20 instructional days

	Older Students
	10 years or older
	Informed belief by principal & educators that the alternative program is better suited to rapid acquisition of English
	Act upon within 20 instructional days

	Special Needs
	Under 10 years of age.  Already placed for a period of not less than 30 calendar days in a Structured English Immersion program.
	Informed belief by principal & educators that the alternative program is better suited to overall educational development (approved by the ELD Coordinator).  Written description of special needs provided
	Act upon no later than 10 days after the 30 day Structured English Immersion program placement or 20 instructional day, whichever is later.


*Note:  At any time, including during the school year, a parent or guardian may have his or her child moved into an English language mainstream classroom from a Structured English Immersion classroom (Form 14).
Upon request for a waiver, the Superintendent or designee shall provide to the parents/guardians: (Education Code 310, 311; 5 CCR 11309) 
· A full written description, and a spoken description upon request, of the intent and content of the structured English immersion program, any alternative courses of study and all educational opportunities offered by the district and available to the student, and the educational materials to be used in the different educational program choices. 

· For a request for waiver pursuant to Education Code 311(c) for students with special needs, notification that the student must be placed for a period of not less than 30 calendar days in an English language classroom and that the Superintendent must approve the waiver pursuant to Board of Education guidelines. 
The district considers the following when reviewing parental exemption waivers:
· A pupil under age ten must be placed for not less than 30 calendar days in an English-language classroom the first year of enrollment in a California school. (5 CCR 11309[b][2]
· Parental exception waivers are acted on within 20 instructional days of submission to the school principal. However, waivers submitted under Education Code Section 311(c) must be acted on either no later than ten calendar days after the expiration of the 30-day English-language classroom placement or within 20 instructional days of submission of the waiver, whichever is later. (EC 310, 311; 5 CCR 11309[c])

· Parental exception waivers pursuant to Education Code 311(c) for students with special needs shall be granted if it is the informed belief of the principal and educational staff that, due to the student's special physical, emotional, psychological or educational needs, an alternate course of educational study would be better suited to the student's overall educational development. (Education Code 311) 
· The individualized education program (IEP) team determines placement of each special education student regardless of language proficiency.  No provision of an IEP requires a parental exception waiver.
· Parents and guardians are informed of any recommendation by the school principal and educational staff for an alternative program and are given notice of their right to refuse the recommendation. (5 CCR 11309 [b][3])
· Parental exception waivers are granted unless the school principal and educational staff determine that an alternative program offered at the school would not be better suited for the overall educational development of the pupil. (EC 310, 311; 5 CCR 11309[b][4]) 
· When 20 or more students of a given grade level, at the same school, have approved waivers the school must offer such a class.  If fewer than 20 students of a given grade level receive a waiver, students have the option of transferring to a public school where an alternative program is offered.

· Students wishing to transfer shall be subject to the district's intradistrict and interdistrict attendance policies and administrative regulations. Students wishing to transfer to another district shall also be subject to the receiving district's interdistrict attendance policies and administrative regulations.

Figure 4:  Internal Process for Parental Exception Waivers

	
	For Students Under 10 Years of Age
	For Students 10 years and Older

	Forms
	1.  Parental Exception Waiver (Form 15)
	1. Parental Exception Waiver (Form 15)


	Process
	1.  Student is assigned to a Structured English Immersion (SEI) program.

2.  Parent must personally visit the school to apply for the waiver.

· Parent is informed by school personnel that the student will be assigned to the SEI Program for a minimum of 30 calendar days and that the district ELD Coordinator must approve the waiver.
3.  The school shall act upon all Parental Exception Waivers within 20 instructional days of submission to the school principal.

· Parental Exception Waivers for student under 10 years of age shall not be enforced during the 30 day placement in a SEI classroom.

· These same waivers must be acted upon no later than 10 calendar days after the expiration of the 30 day SEI classroom or within 20 instruction days of submission of the waiver to the school principal, whichever is later
	1.  Student is assigned to a Structured English Immersion (SEI) program.

2.  Parent must personally visit the school to apply for the waiver.

3.  All Parental Exception Waivers shall be acted upon by the school within 20 instructional days of submission to the school principal.


Waiver Denial Appeal Process 

The principal will provide a written justification to the parent/guardian describing the reason for denial of the waiver request.  If denied, the parent/guardian may appeal the Principal’s decision in writing to the Superintendent.  If the Superintendent denies the waiver request, he/she shall provide a written justification to the parent/guardian describing the reasons for the denial within seven working days.  A parent/guardian may appeal the Superintendent’s decision in writing to the Board.  The Governing Board may consider the matter at its next regularly scheduled Board meeting.  The Governing Board may not decide to hear the appeal, in which case, the Superintendent’s decision is final.  If the Governing Board chooses to hear the appeal, the Superintendent shall send the Governing Board’s decision to the parent/guardian within seven working days

Reclassification
After consultation with a parent, each English learner (EL student) who meets the established Reclassification criteria is reclassified as Fluent English Proficient (FEP). Each former English learner who has been reclassified Fluent English Proficient has demonstrated English-language and academic proficiency comparable to that of the average native English speakers and can participate successfully in the school’s regular instructional program.   IV-EL 6.  
The purpose of reclassification is to determine when an English learner has met certain district established criteria and can participate equally with native speakers in the school’s regular instructional program and, therefore, qualifies to be identified as Fluent English Proficient (FEP).
The district shall continue to provide additional and appropriate educational services to

English language learners for the purposes of overcoming language barriers until the English language learners have: 
1. Demonstrated English language proficiency comparable to that of the district’s average native English language speakers.

2. Recouped any academic deficits which may have been incurred in other areas of the core curriculum as a result of language barriers. 

English language learners shall be redesignated as fluent English proficient when they are able to comprehend, speak, read, and write English well enough to receive instruction in the regular program and make academic progress at a level substantially equivalent to that of students of the same age or grade whose primary language is English. This proficiency shall be assessed by means of the following criteria: 
1. Assessment of English language proficiency;
2. Comparison of student performance in basic skills, such as California Standards Test for English Language Arts;
3. Teacher evaluation that includes, but is not limited to, the student's academic performance; and
4. Parental opinion and consultation.

Reclassification Process
The reclassification process takes place during the months of January and February.  A reclassification form is completed with data from CELDT, CSTs, current report card, and parent opinion (Form 12).  If the student’s scores indicate Fluent English Proficiency, the parent/guardian will be advised that the child meets all the qualifications to move from EL to FEP.  The parent/guardian signs the Reclassification form indicating they wish their child reclassified to FEP status or to continue with EL status.  
Monitoring and Follow-up on Reclassified Students
The EL Coordinator monitors the progress of reclassified English Learners at the end of each grading period for three calendar years following a student’s reclassification.  The Reclassification Follow-Up Form is used to summarize student performance on critical measures (Form 13).  Services for students who are not making satisfactory progress may include but are not limited to:
· English language development instruction

· Participation in interventions provided by the school

The LEA maintains in the student’s permanent record the following:

· Language and academic performance assessments

· Participants in the reclassification process

· Decision regarding reclassification

Staffing and Professional Development

Students have access to qualified teachers, administrators, and other staff members and all educators have access to high quality professional growth opportunities.  The school district provides in-service training designed to improve the instruction and assessment of English learners.   V-EL 7, V-EL 8
Staffing
The Pleasant Grove JUSD is committed to ensure that English learners receive instruction from appropriately authorized teachers.  English learners are placed with qualified teachers who hold the appropriate CTC authorization to teach English learners.  In the event a teacher has English learners in their classroom, but does not have the appropriate credentials, he/she must agree in writing to work toward authorization.  If a shortage of qualified teachers arises the district would remedy the situation by attending recruitment fairs and actively recruiting qualified teachers.  Job announcements would be sent to:

· Ed-Join
· Educational placement centers with teacher training programs at private, UC, and CSU campuses

· District web site

· County offices of education

Bilingual paraprofessionals may work as needed in concert with the teacher to provide primary language support to motivate, clarify, direct, support, and explain facts and concepts to English learners.  Paraprofessionals may also assist with needs outside the classroom, including but not limited to parent-teacher conferences and notifications and oral and written translations.
Professional Development
Administrators, teachers, and paraprofessionals are provided with ongoing professional development that is:

· Designed to improve the instruction and assessment of English learners

· Designed to enhance the teacher’s ability to understand and use curricula, assessment measures, and instructional strategies for English learners.

· Research-based and effective strengthening teacher’s subject matter knowledge, as well as instructional strategies for the purpose of increasing English learners’ language proficiency and academic achievement.

· Of sufficient intensity and duration to have a positive and lasting impact on the teacher’s performance in the classroom.

As support to new teachers, the Pleasant Grove JUSD supports new teachers, through Induction, as part of our Beginning Teachers Support Assistance (BTSA) program that includes an English learner standard.  
Parent and Community Involvement

Parents, staff, students,  and members of the community, including business, industry, and labor have the opportunity to assist in and support the educational process through participation in developing, implementing, and evaluating core and categorical programs.  I–EL 1; I-EL 2; I-EL 3
Pleasant Grove Joint Union School District strives to involve parents in all aspects of the educational program for students.  We recognize that parent involvement is the key to success and we establish a partnership with parents, community members, businesses, and organizations to improve student achievement.  To ensure that all members of our community have the opportunity to assist in and support the educational process through participation in decision making, training, volunteer activities, and the creation of partnerships we have formed a School Site Council with representation of our English learner families.  Site Council sends notice of and holds regular meetings for the purpose of formulating and responding to the parents’ recommendations. These meetings are provided by the school to afford parents an opportunity to assist their children in attaining English Proficiency, achieve at high levels in core academic subjects, and meet challenging state academic standards. 
When 15% or more of the student population at the school site speaks a single primary language other than English, notices, reports, statements, or records sent to the parents are sent in their primary language in addition to English.

At this time there are fewer than 21 English learners at Pleasant Grove School, therefore we do not have an English Language Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC).  When there are 21 English learners enrolled, we will form the appropriate committee.  Members of the ELAC committee would be elected by all parents/guardians of English learners annually and constitute at least the same percentage of the committee members as their child represents of the student body.

If formed, the ELAC committee duties would include advising the principal and staff on:

· The development of the Single School Plan for Student Achievement and needs assessment;
· English learner programs;
· Review of the school’s annual language census (R-30 LC Report);
· Ways to make parents aware of the importance of regular school attendance.
At the first or second ELAC meeting of the year, the members of the school’s ELAC would receive training to assist the members in carrying out their legal duties and elect one or two parents of EL students to represent them at the District English Language Advisory Committee (DELAC) if one was formed. 
At this time, there are significantly fewer that 51 English learners, therefore, we have no DELAC committee.  When there are 51 English learners enrolled, we will form the appropriate committee.

If formed, members of the DELAC committee would annually receive training and advise the district’s Governing Board on the following:

· Master Plan for English Learner Success

· Needs of English learners on a school-by-school basis

· Program, goals, and objectives for programs and services for English learners
· Development of a plan to ensure compliance with any applicable teacher and instructional aide requirements
· Administration procedures of annual language census (R-30 LC Reports)

· District’s Reclassification procedures

· Written notifications sent to parents and guardians. Notifications are sent in primary languages for significant language populations
In the event the LEA does not meet annual measurable achievement objectives, parents/guardians of English learners will be notified of such failure not later than 30 days after the LEA has been notified of the failure.

Funding

Allocation and use of funds meet statutory requirement for allowable expenditures.  III – EL5
Funds are allocated following the funding mandates prescribed by the Education Code, state regulations, and district policies.  EIA-LEP and other categorical resources are used to supplement the core educational program and not to supplant general fund money.  The district uses the General Fund to provide the base program for all students.  This may include core curricular materials, instructional supplies, teacher and paraprofessional salaries, and other district services (for example, transportation, library, and Special Education) as well as support systems for monitoring program implementation and student progress, and for program evaluation.  Core materials in Language Arts and Mathematics provide Universal Access components to help ensure that English learners have access to the core curriculum.  The provision of such services is not contingent on the receipt of state or federal categorical funds.  Expenditures are audited annually by the district and external auditors.
Program Evaluation and Monitoring
The district has established a process and criteria to determine the effectiveness of the program(s) provided to English learners.  IV-EL 6; I-EL 1
Our primary goal is to provide instructional programs that are effective in helping our English learners acquire the literacy skills and the content knowledge that are taught in our standards-based curriculum, while making progress at closing any achievement gap which might prevent them from keeping up with their native English speaking peers. 

Monitoring the progress of our English learners includes analysis of STAR testing data, language testing (CELDT) data, district benchmark assessments, and other classroom measures of achievement (Form 16).  In addition, each English learner has and English Language Development Progress Profile in his/her cum file (Forms 17-19).  This profile is updated each trimester by the classroom teacher and EL staff.   Annually, the Superintendent/Principal and Coordinator of Special Programs meet to review progress toward goals as well as the program evaluation and monitoring procedures.  Results of this annual review are shared with Site Council and the school Board.  When progress has not been made toward these annual measurable objectives, the Pleasant Grove Joint Union School District informs parents/guardians of English learners of such failure not later than 30 days after such failure occurs. 
Evaluation Goals 

Evaluation Goal 1: Implementation 
EL programs are fully implemented as described in the Master Plan for English Learners. 
Evaluation Goal 2: English Proficiency 
ELs will make steady progress in developing academic English, and attain academic English language proficiency as efficiently and effectively as possible. 
Evaluation Goal 3: Academic Progress 
ELs will make steady progress in core academic subjects.  ELs in our district five years or longer will meet grade-level standards in core academic subjects. 
Factors which must be monitored and evaluated include but are not limited to the following: 

• Implementation of district-wide goals and the Master Plan 

• District and school data 

• Plans, programs, modifications and timelines for implementation of changes 

• Credentials of personnel 

• Progress of staff in obtaining appropriate authorizations (CLAD, BCLAD) 

• Proper placement of staff 

• Professional development of staff (Administrator, teachers, paraprofessionals)
• Selection of materials used for delivery of core curriculum to EL Students 

• ELD procedures  

• Assessments 

• ELAC and DELAC parent meetings (when groups are formed)
• All standardized test data 

• Student placement 

• Student records 

• Legal requirements 

• Implementation and modification of program strategies for maximum effectiveness 

• CELDT Testing 

• Informing parents of student progress, and/or lack thereof
Monitoring Program Implementation and Effectiveness 
Our monitoring process: 
1. Establishes high expectations for all students and provides a framework for ensuring that student and organizational outcomes are achieved; 

2. Promotes full involvement of all stakeholders (administrators, teachers, parents, students) in all phases of planning, implementation, and evaluation activities; 

3. Ensures that program evaluation is an integral part of school improvement initiatives and activities. 
Evaluation Design 

The district will conduct an annual evaluation of programs and services for English language learners.  The programs described in earlier sections are structured around three goals.  The evaluation activities will focus on the questions listed in the following table.   Each year these evaluation criteria will be reviewed, and may be revised in response to program changes and changes in the needs of ELs. 

Figure 5:  Evaluation Goals and Questions 
	Goal
	Evaluation Questions

	1. Implementation 
EL programs are fully implemented as described in the EL Master Plan 
	1.1 Are EL programs fully and consistently implemented in ways that meet or exceed requirements of state and federal law? 

1.2 To what extent is the Master Plan for ELs useful to teachers, administrators, and parents as a tool to meet the needs of ELs and staff?

	2. English Proficiency* 

ELs will make steady progress in developing academic English, and attain academic English language proficiency as efficiently and effectively as possible.
	2.1 Do ELs meet the state’s Title III Annual Measurable Achievement Objective 1 with regard to progress in learning English? 

2.2 Do ELs meet the state’s Title III Annual Measurable Achievement Objective 2 with regard to attaining English Language proficiency? 

2.3 Are there overall proficiency gains on all sub tests on the CELDT for students 1-3 years in U.S. schools? Are there overall proficiency gains on all sub tests on the CELDT for students 4-5 years in U.S. schools? Are there overall proficiency gains on all sub tests on the CELDT for students more than 5 years in U.S. schools? 




	Goal
	Evaluation Questions

	3. Academic Progress 
a. ELs will make steady progress in core academic subjects

 b. ELs in our district 5 years or longer will meet grade-level standards in core academic subjects 


	3.1 Are increasing percentages of ELs making steady academic progress on CST-ELA? 

3.2 Are increasing percentages of ELs making steady academic progress on CST-Math? 

3.3 Are ELs who are not making steady academic progress being identified and appropriately served? 

3.4 Are increasing percentages of ELs in our district 5 years or longer meeting all criteria required for reclassification? 

3.5 Do ELs (and RFEPs) meet the state’s Title I Adequate Yearly Progress target in English Language Arts? 

3.6 Do ELs (and RFEPs) meet the state’s Title I Adequate Yearly Progress target in mathematics? 


 Annual Performance Expectations for English Learners
	Timeline
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	ELD CELDT Level


	1

Beginning


	2

Early Intermediate


	3

Intermediate


	4

Early Advanced


	5

Advanced


	Reclassification

	District

Assessments

· Reading

· Writing

· Math
	Intensive
	Intensive
	Strategic
	Strategic to Benchmark
	Strategic to Benchmark
	Benchmark

	CST

· ELA

· Math
	Far Below Basic
	Below Basic
	Basic
	Basic to Proficient
	Basic to Proficient


	Proficient to

Advanced


Appendix 

“A”
Glossary 

Of 

Terms 

Glossary of Terms 
AMAOs: Annual Measurable Achievement Objective 

API: Academic Progress Index. California’s measure of progress. 

AYP: Adequate Yearly Progress. Measures set by the Federal No Child Left Behind law. 

BCLAD: (Bilingual, Cross-cultural, Language and Academic Development): Authorization. Authorizes the holder to provide: English Language Development (ELD); Specially Designed Academic Instruction Delivered in English (SDAIE); Instruction in the primary language and instruction for primary language development. 

BTSA: Beginning Teacher Support and Assessment. The purpose of BTSA is to provide an effective transition into the teaching career for first- year and second- year teachers in California and improve the educational performance of pupils through improved training and assistance for new teachers”. 

Catch Up Plan: A plan to assist ELs or RFEPs with any language or academic deficiencies.  

CDE: California Department of Education. 

CELDT: California English Language Development Test 

CPM: Categorical Program Monitoring. A modification of the process previously known as the CCR (Coordinated Compliance Review). It includes the development of new instruments and a guide 

Cross Cultural, Language and Academic Development (CLAD): Authorizes the holder to provide the EL student with English Language Development and Specially Designed Academic Instruction Delivered in English (SDAIE). 
CST: California Standards Tests 

DELAC: District English Learner Advisory Committee. An advisory committee that advises the districts governing board on programs and services for English Learners.
EIA: Economic Impact Aid. Supplemental state funding for ELs 
EL: English Learner

ELL: English Language Learner
ELA: English Language Arts 

ELAC: English Learner Advisory Committee. A committee that advises the principal and school staff on programs and services for English learners. 

ELD: English Language Development. A broad term encompassing all aspects of English language development for English learners. It includes speaking and listening as well as reading and writing at developmentally appropriate language levels. 

English Language Mainstream (ELM): Also known as Mainstream English Program The goal for English learners in the mainstream program is to develop academic proficiency in English. Instruction is overwhelmingly in English. Special support options are provided for ELs as needed 

EO: English Only student 

GATE: Gifted and Talented Education 

HLS: Home Language Survey 

IEP: Individualized Educational Plan 

IFEP: Initially Fluent English Proficient 

LEA: Local Education Agency 

LEP: Limited English Proficient 

Mainstream English Program: (Also known as English Language Mainstream) The goal for English learners in the mainstream program is to develop academic proficiency in English. Instruction is overwhelmingly in English. Special support options are provided for ELs as needed. 

Overwhelmingly in English: “Overwhelmingly in English” is not defined in Prop 227, but its use strongly implies that some instruction may be provided in the student’s primary language. Teachers/instructional support personnel may use the student’s primary language to motivate, clarify, direct, support, and explain. 
Parental Exception Waiver: Parents or legal guardians must apply in writing and in person, annually. Request that the child be transferred to classes where they are taught English and other subjects through bilingual education techniques or other generally recognized educational methodologies permitted by law. 

Primary Language: The first language the student learns to speak at home or the most often spoken language. 

Primary Language Support: The use of the primary language of students by a teacher or paraprofessional to facilitate teaching/learning when English is the primary medium of instruction. 

R-30: Annual language census report 

Reclassification: When a student has met all district criteria, he/she is reclassified from English Learner (EL) to Fluent English Proficient (FEP) student. 

Request to Withdraw from Structured English Immersion Classes: Parents request in writing to have their child enrolled in an English Language Mainstream class. Request must be filed annually. 

RFEP: Reclassified Fluent English Proficient
SSC: School Site Council 

Second Language:  The second language a student learns to speak. 

SDAIE: Specially Designed Academic Instruction in English.  A methodology used by teachers who possess the competency to make academic content comprehensible to EL students. (See further explanation below) 

SIP: School Improvement Program 

Structured English Immersion Program: A specialized process of teaching the English language to students whose first language is not English. The goal is for students to develop academic proficiency in English. Instruction is nearly all in English.  Primary language support may be used for clarification and explanation when available. 

Title I: A federal program that provides supplementary funds to help improve instruction to ensure all students meet state academic standards.   Note: All uses of Title I funds must be based on scientifically-based research and data that verify actions resulting in increased student achievement. 

Title III: A program providing funding to improve the education of ELs by assisting them in learning English and meeting state academic standards. 

SDAIE – SPECIALLY DESIGNED ACADEMIC INSTRUCTION IN ENGLISH 
SDAIE is a methodology for maximizing students’ comprehension of English language instruction by use of special strategies and techniques. The basic features of SDAIE include: 

• Contextualized instruction – liberal use on non-verbal language, visual support materials, realia, graphic organizers, oral/verbal amplification, in order to provide students with a variety of resources in the environment that they can use to construct meaning; 

• Use of language modifications such as pause time, questioning, pacing, and highlighting; 

• Task-based instruction, allowing students to work with concepts, and the language of those concepts in a variety of ways (such as acting, drawing or mapping out the concepts, or using poetry, song, chant, letters and diaries, etc. to express and exemplify concepts). 

• Language sensitive and culture-sensitive content teaching; 

• Use of language structures and vocabulary that are comprehensible to students; 

• Use of accommodations in the learning environment in order to maximize the number of students able to access the content; 

• Encouraging students to actively use language; 

• Frequent checking for understanding; 

• Integrating assessment and instruction on an ongoing basis through observations, portfolios, journals, and product development. 

New Enrollees in a California Public School


Parents complete “Home Language Survey” (HLS)





Assessment


Within 30 days: *English listening, speaking, reading, and writing (CELDT).


Within 90 days: Primary language listening, speaking, reading, and writing.





Parents are notified of assessment results and placement options





HLS indicates primary language other than English





FEP


Fluent English Proficient





Any appropriate program





Any appropriate program





Determine Level of English Proficiency





Level I, II, and III:


Place student in 


Structured English Immersion Program  (SEI)





Level  IV, and V:


Place student in 


English Language Mainstream Program (ELM)








HLS indicates English Only





R-FEP


Redesignated-Fluent English Proficient





* As measured by Annual CELDT, the state criteria for AMAO1 (progress in learning English) are: For students at Levels 1-3 overall, gain one level per year; for students at Level 4 or 5 overall, bring all subskill scores to Level 3 or higher (i.e., English proficient level per State Board of Education guidelines); for students at the English proficient level, maintain that level until reclassified. The state criteria for AMAO 2 (attaining English-language proficiency) on the CELDT are: attain the English proficient level (overall level 4 or 5 with all subskills 3 or higher) after four years or if at the intermediate level or above. Targets for each AMAO steadily increase from 2003 to 2013 (AMAO1: 51% to 64%; AMAO 2: 30% to 46%
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